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IEEE Guide for the Measurement of 
DC Electric-Field Strength and Ion 
Related Quantities 

1. Purpose 

The purpose of this document is to provide guidance for the measurement of the electric-field strength, ion- 
current density, conductivity, monopolar space-charge density, and net space-charge density in the vicinity 
of high-voltage dc (HVDC) power lines, in converter substations, and in apparatus designed to simulate the 
HVDC power-line environment. The document 

- 
- 
- 
- 

- Describes measurement procedures 
- 

Defines the terms that are used 
Describes the interrelationship between electrical parameters 
Describes operating principles of measuring instruments 
Suggests methods of calibration where applicable 

Identifies significant sources of measurement error 

2. Definitions 

For additional definitions, see IEEE Std 100-1988 [i]  and IEEE Std 539 [3]. 

charged aerosol: Ion comprised of charged particles, liquid or solid, suspended in air. Typical radius is in 
the range of 2 x lo-* m to 2 x m. Mobility is in the range of m to m2Ns. 

NOTE-Historically, these have been referred to as large or Langevin ions. The use of the term “charged aerosols” is 
encouraged. 

corona: A luminous discharge due to ionization of the air surrounding an electrode caused by a voltage gra- 
dient exceeding a certain critical value. 

current density: A vector-point function describing the magnitude and direction of charge flow per unit ar- 
ea. The preferred unit is amperes per square meter (A/m2). 

dc electric-field strength (dc electric field): The time-invariant electric field, produced by dc power systems 
and space charge, defined by its space components along three orthogonal axes. The magnitudes of the com- 
ponents are expressed in volts per meter (V/m). 

1 
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NOTES: 
1 - The convention in the discussion of electric fields near HVDC transmission lines has been to designate the electric 
field into the ground as positive; i.e., the electric field under a positive conductor is denoted as positive. 

2-The “time-invariant” electric field in this definition is an idealization of actual conditions. Typically, climatic effects 
will perturb the space charge, which will then perturb the electric-field strength. 

electric conductivity: The property of a material or medium permitting flow of electricity through its vol- 
ume, expressed as the ratio of the electric-current density to electric-field strength in a material or medium. 
For isotropic homogeneous media, the conductivity is a scalar quantity with the preferred unit, siemens per 
meter (S/m); 1 S/m = 1 mho/m. 

Faraday cage: A conducting enclosure that is used to measure the net space charge per unit volume. Syn: 
space charge cage, space charge density meter. 

field mill: A device in which a conductor is alternately exposed to the electric field to be measured and then 
shielded from it. Syn: generating voltmeter, generating electric-field meter. 

NOTE-The resulting induced current to the conductor is a measure of the electric-field strength at the conductor sur- 
face 

form factor: An empirical parameter representing the increased electric field at the surface of a dc field meter 
that is mounted above the ground plane. The increased field is due to field perturbation by the instrument. In 
a uniform field, the unperturbed electric field is given by the measured field divided by the form factor for 
the instrument. 

ion: The isolated atom, molecule, molecular cluster, or aerosol that by loss or gain of one or more electrons 
has acquired a net electric charge. 

NOTE-The inclusion of aerosols (particles) under this definition is consistent with historical usage. The use of the 
terms “small ion” and “charged aerosol” is encouraged. 

ion counter: An instrument that determines monopolar space-charge density by measuring the charge col- 
lected from a known volume of air. 

ion mobility: The drift speed of an ion in a liquid or gas per unit electric-field strength. The preferred unit is 
m2Ns; another commonly used unit is cm2Ns. 

large ion: See charged aerosol. 

medium ion: Ion comprised of several molecules or molecular clusters bound together by charge that is larg- 
er and less mobile than a small ion due to more mass or a greater number of molecular clusters. Typical radius 
is in the range of 

monopolar ion density: The number of ions of a given polarity per unit volume. The preferred unit is m3; 
another commonly used unit is ~ m - ~ .  

monopolar space-charge density: The density of space charge of one polarity. The preferred unit is Um3. 

m to 2 x lo-* m. Mobility is in the range of m2Ns to m2Ns. 

net space charge: The free unbalanced charge in a given region, taking no account of the charges of both 
signs that balance each other. The preferred unit is the coulomb (C). 

NOTE-The term “space charge” is often used to refer to net space charge. 

net space-charge density: Net space charge (space charge) per unit volume. The preferred unit is Um3. This 
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quantity provides no information about the monopolar space-charge density. 

small ion: An ion comprised of molecules or molecular clusters bound together by charge. Mobilities are in 
the range of m2Ns. Typical radius is less than 1 x m2Ns to 2 x m. 

NOTE-TO avoid confusion with the more general term “ion,” the use of the term ‘‘small ion” is encouraged. 

space-charge filter: A device used to measure net space-charge density in which a filter medium is used to 
remove the charge from an air stream. 

vibrating probe: A device in which a plate is modulated below an aperture of a face plate in the electric field 
to be measured. Syn: vibrating plate electric-field meter. 

NOTE-The meter responds to the oscillating displacement current from the induced charge on the vibrating plate by 
generating a negative feedback voltage on the face plate to null the signal from the vibrating plate. The electric-field 
strength is proportional to the feedback voltage. 

Wilson plate: A conducting plate that is grounded through an ammeter; it is used to collect the ion current, 
which is measured as it flows through the ammeter. The plate is sensitive to both ion-current density and 
changes in electric field (displacement current). Syn: current plate; ion-current plate. 

NOTE-Long integration times are used to minimize the effects of the changes in the electric field (displacement cur- 
rent). If the power-line voltage and geometry are constant with time, the average displacement current is zero. 

3. Formula Symbols 

This section provides a list of symbols used in the formulas that appear in this guide. While the same symbol 
is sometimes used to designate more than one physical parameter, there should be little confusion because of 
the very different contexts in which they are used. The use of SI units for all the physical parameters is 
encouraged. 

E 
J 
K 

P 
V a  

4 s  

Eo 
4 t )  
i(t> 

4 c  
L 

O r 

i C  

d 
V 
V 

D 

Electric-field strength 
Ion-current density 
Average ion mobility 
Monopolar charge density 
Wind velocity 
Induced charge- shutter-type field mill 
Permittivity of free space 
Sensing electrode area- shutter-type field mill 
Induced current - shutter-type field mill 
Induced charge-cylindrical field mill 
Cylinder length-cylindrical field mill; side dimension of plate of parallel-plate system; distance 
ion travels in duct; side dimension of cubical Faraday cage 
Cylinder radius - cylindrical field mill 
Induced current-cylindrical field mill 
Spacing of parallel plates 
Voltage 
Volume of electric-field meter probe 
Distance between center of electric-field meter probe and either plate of a parallel-plate system 
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Electric-field strength as function of height above bottom plate of parallel-plate system with 
space charge 
Electric space potential as function of height above bottom plate of parallel-plate system with 
space charge 
Voltage of top plate of parallel-plate system 
Electric field at top plate of parallel-plate system with space charge 
Area of Wilson plate 
Ion current 
Resistance value; radius of duct 
Electrical conductivity of air 
Volumetric flow rate 
Interelectrode capacitance of Gerdien table 
Ion mobility; Boltzmann constant 
Critical ion mobility 
Mobility distribution function 
Number of ions with mobility between kand k+ dk 
Charge of electron; charge of ion 
Number of ions 
Charge density after charge traverses distance L in cylindrical duct 
Charge density at entrance of duct; monopolar charge density outside hemispherical Faraday 
cage 
Air velocity in duct 
Ion time-of-flight 
Radially outward displacement of ions due to Coulomb repulsion 
Radially outward displacement of ions due to diffusion 
Temperature in degrees K 
Space potential in Faraday cage 
Net space-charge density 
Dimensions of Faraday cage 
Odd integers in summation 
Space potential at center of cubical Faraday cage 
Space potential at center of cylindrical Faraday cage 
Monopolar charge density inside hemispheric Faraday cage 
Uniform electric-field strength in vicinity of hemispheric Faraday cage 

4. References 

This guide shall be used in conjunction with the following publications: 

[i] IEEE Std 100-1988, IEEE Standard Dictionary of Electrical and Electronics Terms.' 

[2] IEEE Std 510-1983, IEEE Recommended Practices for Safety in High-Voltage and High-Power Testing. 

'IEEE publications are available from the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Service Center, 445 Hoes Lane, P.O. Box 
1331, Piscataway, NJ 08855-1331, USA. 
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[3] IEEE Std 539, IEEE Standard Definitions of Terms Relating to Corona and Field Effects of Overhead 
Power Lines.2 

[4] IEEE Std 644-1987, IEEE Standard Procedures for Measurement of Power Frequency Electric and Mag- 
netic Fields from AC Power Lines. 

[5] Anderson, R. V. “Absolute Measurements of Atmospheric Charge Density.” Journal of Geophysical 
Research. vol. 71, 1966, pp. 5809-5814. 

[6] Asano, K. “Electrostatic Potential and Field in a Cylindrical Tank Containing Charged Liquid.” Proceed- 
ings of the ZEE. vol. 124,1977, pp. 1277-1281. 

[7] Bent, R. B. “The Testing of Apparatus for Ground Fair-Weather Space-Charge Measurements.” Journal 
of Atmospheric and Terrestrial Physics. vol. 26, 1964, pp. 313-318. 

[8] Bracken, T. D. “Electrical Parameters of the High-Voltage Direct-Current Transmission-Line Environ- 
ment.” Biological Effects of Extremely Low Frequency Electromagnetic Fields (Proceedings of the Eigh- 
teenth Annual Hanford Life Sciences Symposium at Richland, WA). Phillips et al., eds., 1978, pp. 485-500. 

[9] Bracken, T. D., Capon A. S. ,  and Montgomery, D. V. “Ground Level Electric Fields and Ion Currents on 
the Celilo-Sylmar 2 400 kV DC Intertie During Fair Weather.” ZEEE Transactions on Power Apparatus and 
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[lo] Bracken, T.D. and Furumasu, B.C. “Fields and Ion Current Measurements in Regions of High Charge 
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[14] Charry, J.M., Bailey, W.H., Shapiro, M.H., and Weiss, J.M. Ion Exposure Chambers for Small Ani- 
mals.” Bioelectromagnetics. vol. 7, 1986, pp. 1-1 l .  
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DC Transmission Line Electric Fields and Ion Currents.” ZEEE Transactions on Power Apparatus and Sys- 
tems. vol. PAS-102, 1983, pp. 3549-3557. 

?his standard will be available from the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Service Center, 445 Hoes Lane, P.O. Box 
1331, Piscataway, NJ 08855-1331, USA, in early 1991. 
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5. Electrical Parameters Near HVDC Transmission Lines 

The electrical environment in the vicinity of HVDC transmission lines is characterized by several electrical 

parameters including the electric-field strength ( E ) ,  the ion-current density ( J ) ,  and the monopolar space- 
charge density (p) [8], [9], [30]. HVDC transmission lines are normally designed to operate in a bipolar con- 

figuration with a conductor bundle for each polarity. The electric field is due in part to the high voltages 

applied to the conductors. Copious amounts of ions are produced by corona at each conductor bundle, and 
the presence of the ions contributes significantly to the electric-field strength at ground level [9]. In the 

absence of wind, the ions travel along electric-field lines to the conductors of opposite polarity, to the ground 

wires, and to the ground plane. Depending on the air composition, a number of resultant ion species, each 
with its characteristic mobility, are formed following ion-molecule reactions by the primary ions that are ini- 

tially produced by the corona. The drift velocity of each ion is equal to the product of its mobility and the 

electric-field strength. In the presence of wind, the ion velocity is given by the sum of the drift velocity and 
wind velocity (va ). The monopolar ion current density in this case is given by 

3 3 

+ 

f 3. 
J = ~ K E  + pt, 

where 

K = the average ion mobility 

The wind can be thought of as a perturbing influence because it causes temporal fluctuations in the values of 
p, and therefore E and J , at a given point. In addition, when the wind velocity is comparable to or greater 
than the ion drift velocity, significant numbers of ions can leave the vicinity of the right-of-way and travel 

downwind from the transmission line. A schematic view of the electrical environment in the vicinity of an 
HVDC transmission line is shown in Fig 1, which is taken from [8]. For clarity, the influence of the air 
motion has been taken to be negligible. It is common practice to assume that the ions are singly charged and 

to calculate the monopolar ion number density from p [12]. A more complete description of the electrical 
environment near HVDC transmission lines is given in references [8], [9], [30]. It should be noted that, in 
general, dc electric fields with ions cannot realistically be modeled using 60 Hz electric fields because of the 

significant and often unpredictable influence of the ions that can vary the electric-field strength at a point 
because of wind action or by charging nearby insulator surfaces. 

3 3 
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7 = ~ K Ë  + pea Ë = Ë conductors + Ë ion 
(total) (conductive) (convective) (total) (nominal) (enhancement) 

NOTE-Ions produced by corona at each conductor bundle travel along electric-field lines to the conductors 
of opposite polarity and to ground in the absence of wind. 

Figure 1 - Schematic View of a Bipolar High-Voltage DC Transmission Line 

6. Electric-Field-Strength Measurements 

6.1 Instrumentation and Principle of Operation. 

Two types of dc electric-field-strength meters are considered in this guide: field mills or generating voltme- 
ters and vibrating plate electric-field meters (i.e., field meters employing probes that contain vibrating 
plates). Both devices determine the electric-field strength by measuring modulated, capacitively induced 
charges or currents sensed by metal electrodes. Other instrumentation for measuring dc electric fields in the 
presence of space charge have been reported in the technical literature? but they are not considered here 
because of their specialized nature and/or their lack of availability. 

6.1.1 Field Mill (Generating Voltmeter). 

Two types of field mills are described in the technical literature, the shutter type and the cylindrical type. The 
more common is the shutter-type field mill, which has a sensing electrode that is periodically exposed and 
shielded from the electric field by a grounded rotating shutter. Shutter-type field mills are usually operated 
with the shutter nearly flush with the ground plane. The induced charge at any instant, qs, as well as the 
induced current (is) between ground and the sensing electrode as the sensing electrode is alternately exposed 
and shielded, are proportional to the electric-field strength (E). That is, 

4At) = &,E4t)  (2) 

3See, for example, Tassicker, O. J. “Boundary Probe for Measurement of Current Density and Electric Field Strength-With Special 
Reference to Ionized Gases.” Proceedings of the IEEE. vol. 121, 1974, pp. 213-220; Cooperman, P. “A New Technique for the Mea- 
surement of Corona Field Strength and Current Density in Electrical Precipitation.” Transactions of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers. vol. 75, 1956, pp. 64-67; Hidaka, K. “A New Method of Electric Field Measurements in Corona Discharge Using Pockels 
Device.” Journal of Applied Physics. vol. 53,1982, pp. 5999-6003. 
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where 

= the permittivity of free space 
a(t) = the exposed area of the sensing electrode at time t 

The induced current is found by taking the derivative of Eq 2: 

IEEE 
Std 1227-1 990 

Thus, the field strength can be determined by measurement of the induced charge, current, or voltage across 
an impedance that is located between the sensing electrode and ground. A simplified schematic view of a 
shutter-type field mill is shown in Fig 2. 

If the induced-current signal is rectified by a phase-sensitive detector operating with a suitable phase angle 
relation to the motion of the shutter, the dc signal output will indicate the polarity and magnitude of the elec- 
tric-field strength [61]. 

Rotating shutter \ 

electrode 

NOTE-The grounded rotating shutter periodically shields the sensing electrode, which leads to a time- 
varying current between ground and the sensing electrode. 

Figure 2 - Simplified Schematic View of a Shutter-Type Electric Field Mill 

Because of the presence of space charge in the vicinity of dc power lines, it is possible to have, in addition to 
the induced current, conduction current (of ions) to the sensing electrodes of the field meter. This additional 
current, which is chopped by the rotating shutter, represents an error signal and shall be corrected for in the 
instrumentation. One approach is to use phase-sensitive signal processing that discriminates against the con- 
duction current, which is in quadrature with the induced-current signal [61]. 
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While shutter-type field mills are normally operated in the ground plane in order to measure the field at 
ground level, measurements of the field at ground level can also be made with a field mill that is mounted on 
a stand, provided the measurements are corrected for the associated field enhancement through some calibra- 
tion procedure (seefomfuctor in Section 2). It should be noted that the geometry that exists during the cal- 
ibration process shall be maintained during the measurements. For example, if grass or weeds are allowed to 
grow near the stand, the effective ground plane could rise. Similarly, the ground plane would be affected by 
the accumulation of snow on the ground. A method for establishing a well-defined ground plane for most 
weather conditions during measurements at ground level is described in 6.3.1.1. 

During the measurements, the observer should be well removed from the measurement location to avoid per- 
turbing the electric field. Some signal processing occurs in the housing that contains the sensing electrode 
and shutter. The remainder of the signal-processing circuit and field-strength display are contained in a 
shielded enclosure that is connected to the sensing electrode housing with a shielded cable. 

Because the electric field in the vicinity of a dc power line is not uniform, it may be of interest to measure 
the electric-field strength at points above the ground plane. This can be done with the second type of field 
mill, the cylindrical field mill. Typically, the charges are induced by the electric filed on two exposed half- 
cylinder sensing electrodes. The induced charges on the sensing electrodes are varied periodically by rotat- 
ing the sensing electrodes about the cylinder axis at a constant angular frequency, as shown schematically in 
Fig 3. Expressions for the induced charge (4,) and current (i,) between the half-cylinders for a cylinder of 
length L, ignoring end effects, are [39] 

and 

where 

r o = the cylinder radius 

Eq 4 and Eq 5 show again that measurement of the induced charge or current permits a determination of the 
electric-field strength. 

NOTE-The charge induced on each half-cylinder by the electric field is made to vary periodically by rotat- 
ing the cylinder at a constant angular velocity. 

Figure 3 - Schematic View of a Cylindrical Field Mill 
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Cylindrical field mills that operate at near space potential [37], [38], [43] and at ground potential [50] have 
been developed for measurements above the ground plane near dc power lines. For both cases, the field at the 
surface of the cylinder will be a superposition of two components, one due to the field from the dc power line 
(distorted by the cylindrical probe) and the other due to a constant, symmetrically distributed charge on the 
cylinder. Fig 4 schematically shows these two field components and the field resulting from their superposi- 
tion for the case of a ground-referenced cylindrical field mill. Because no electrical signal is generated by 
the symmetrically distributed self-charge [Fig 4(b)] as the cylinder rotates [38], the signal that is produced is 
due to the time-varying induced charge or current approximately described by Eqs 4 and 5 and, as for the 
case of the shutter-type field mill, a time-varying ion current due to the space charge in the field. In order to 
determine the electric-field strength with both currents present, ground-referenced cylindrical field mills 
require two sets of rotating cylinders with different frequencies of rotation [50]. 

The picture corresponding to Fig 4 for an electrically isolated cylindrical field mill is similar, except that the 
self-charge uniformly distributed on the cylinder is of opposite polarity and results from a charging process 
due to ions in the field impinging on the cylinder. The cylinder becomes fully charged in a negligible time 
and prevents the further flow of ions to the sensing electrodes. Thus, the need for a second set of sensing 
electrodes rotating at a different frequency, as required for the ground-referenced cylindrical field mill, is 
eliminated. 

The abbreviated account of field mills presented here is intended as a brief introduction. Since the first report 
of the shutter-type field mill by Harnwell and Van Voorhis in 1933 [27] and the cylindrical field mill by Kirk- 
patrick and Miyake in 1932 [44], numerous articles have been published4 describing variations of the basic 
designs as well as methods for signal dete~tion.~ 

4See, for example, Mapleson, W. W. and Whitlock, W. S. “Apparatus for the accurate and continuous measurement of the earth’s electric 
field.” Journal ofAtmospheric and Terrestrial Physics. vol. 7,1955, pp. 61-72 and the references therein; Malan, D. J. and Schonland, 
F. J. “An Electrostatic Fluxmeter of Short Response-time for use in Studies of Transient Field-changes.” Proceedings offhe Physical 
Society. vol. 63, pt. 6-B, 1950, pp. 402408; Smiddy, M. and Chalmers, J. A. “The double field-mill.”Journal of Atmospheric and Ter- 
restrial Physics vol. 12, 1958, pp. 206-210; Gathman, S. G. and Anderson, R. V. “Improved Field Meter for Electrostatic Measure- 
ments.” Review of ScienfiJic Inshcrnenfs. vol. 36, 1965, pp. 1490-1493; Collocot, S. J. “A Novel Method for Deriving the Reference 
Signal in Electric Field Mills.” Journal ofElectrosfafics. vol. 9, 1981, pp. 389-391. 
’Use of a vibrating shutter rather than one that rotates is described in Horenstein, M. N. “Peak sampled vibrating-reed for the measure- 
ment of electric fields in the presence of space charge.” Review ofScienfiJic Inshcrnenfs. vol. 54, 1983, pp. 591-593. 
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NOTES: 
(a) An approximately uniform electric field distorted by an electrically isolated cylindrical field mill with 
indication of induced charges. 
(b) A symmetric field near the surface of a grounded cylindrical field mill that is due to a uniformly distrib- 
uted self-charge that originates from ground. 
(c) Superposition of fields in (a) and (b) after [50]; detector responds to changes in induced charge as field 
mill rotates with angular frequency o. 

Figure 4 - Schematic View of an Electric Field Near the Surface of a Ground-Referenced 
Cylindrical Field Mill in a Nearly Uniform Electric Field 
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6.1.2 Vibrating Plate Electric-Field Meters. 

In contrast to the literature on field mills, relatively few publications have appeared describing electric-field 
meters with vibrating plate probes [17], [18], [56], [68]. Fig 5 shows a simplified schematic view of a probe 
with a vibrating-plate sensing electrode. Charges induced on the plate below the aperture by the electric field 
are modulated by the vibrational action of the mechanical driver. For the configuration shown in Fig 5, the 
field meter responds to the negative charges induced on the vibrating plate by generating a negative feedback 
voltage, Vfb, to the faceplate to null the signal from the vibrating plate, V s; the electric-field strength is pro- 
portional to the feedback voltage [68]. As in the case of the shutter-type field mill, the vibrating-plate probe 
is mounted flush with the ground plane during use, and a portion of the signal-processing circuit and field- 
strength display are located remotely in a shielded box. The observer should be sufficiently removed from 
the measurement location to avoid perturbing the electric field. 

I I I I  I I I  

plate 

vs I 
Mechanical 

modulator driver 

Face plate 
with apertu re 

NOTE-The charge induced by the electric field on the sensing plate varies with time because of the vibra- 
tional motion. 

Figure 5 - Schematic View of Vibrating. Plate Electric-Field Meter Probe 

6.2 Calibration of Instrumentation. 

Because of the presence of space charge in the vicinity of HVDC transmission lines (Section 5),  a known dc 
electric field with space charge is desirable for calibration purposes. Other desirable features of an apparatus 
that generates the calibration field are that: 

1) 

2) 

3) 

The region of uniformity is sufficiently large to reduce the uncertainty in the value of the field 
strength to an acceptable level at the location of the probe; 
The electric field is not significantly perturbed by nearby objects, ground planes, or the operator per- 
forming the calibration; and 
The dimensions of the apparatus are sufficiently large that the probe does not significantly perturb 
the charge distributions on the electrode surfaces producing the field. 

Parallel plates can be used to generate known electric fields and also to satisfy the above criteria. Parallel- 
plate systems that can produce known electric fields with and without space charge are described in the fol- 
lowing two sections. The apparatus that produces a field with space charge is more complicated in construc- 
tion and operation than the space charge-free system. In addition, for ion-current densities and electric fields 
near HVDC transmission lines, i.e., Je 0.1 x A/m2 and E > 10 kV/m ([9], [17], [35]), the measurement 

15 

COPYRIGHT Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc
Licensed by Information Handling Services
COPYRIGHT Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc
Licensed by Information Handling Services



IEEE 
Std 1227-1 990 

I I I l 

- 

- 
late surface 

- 

- 

<ay between 

- 

- plates - 
I I I I 

IEEE GUIDE FOR THE MEASUREMENT OF DC ELECTRIC 

error due to space charge for some instrumentation may be negligible or small [56]. In such situations, the 
simpler space-charge free system described in 6.2.1 may be adequate for calibration purposes. Normal high- 
voltage safety practices should be observed during the calibration procedures [2]. 

6.2.1 Calibration Field Without Space Charge. 

Regions of uniform field of known magnitude and direction without space charge can be created for calibra- 
tion purposes with parallel plates, provided that the spacing of the plates, relative to the plate dimensions, is 
sufficiently small [59]. The uniform field value (Eo) is given by VId, where Vis the applied potential differ- 
ence and d is the plate spacing. The magnitudes of the normalized field, EIE o, at the plate surface and mid- 
way between semi-infinite parallel plates are plotted as a function of normalized distance xId from the plate 
edge in Fig 6. Metal sheets or tightly stretched metal screens can be used as parallel plates. 

(V) Semi-infinite plates 

O x/d - 2.6 O w 
\ 

2.2 
n 
% 1.8 
-I 

u, 
n w 1.4 
N 
¿i 1.0 r 
IIC 

0.6 
O 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1.0 
NORMALIZED DISTANCE 

FROM EDGE (x/d) 

Figure 6 - Normalized Electric Field at the Surfaces of and Midway Between Semi-Infinite 
Parallel Plates 

The curves in Fig 6 and the corresponding numerical values in Table I show that the departure from unifor- 
mity due to fringing field effects is 0.1% at a distance of one plate spacing from the edge. For square plates 
of finite size, the fringing field effects from four edges can be estimated by superposition when the effect 
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from each edge is less than 0.1%. Numerical calculations of fields between finite-size parallel plates suggest 
that a discrepancy of approximately 0.04% exists for estimates of fringing fields using the results in Table 1 
for a distance of one plate spacing in from the edges of the parallel plates [65]. These results are valid in the 
absence of perturbations due to nearby grounded objects or planes. 

Table 1 -Normalized Electric-Field Strength Midway Between Plates and at Plate Surfaces 

6.2.1.1 Calibration in Ground Plane. 

Electric-field meters that operate in the ground plane can be calibrated by making a hole in the center of the 
bottom plate and mounting the field-meter probe flush with the bottom plate. It is assumed that the hole is 
nearly filled by the probe. Shutter-type field mills may introduce small cavities in the ground plane (i.e., the 
shutter is flush with the ground plane and the sensing electrode is below the shutter). In this regard, it should 
be noted that the electric-field perturbation due to a circular hole in the ground plane decreases to 0.7% at a 
distance of three radii above the center of the hole [24], [58]. Thus, a parallel-plate spacing that is three times 
the radius of the hole made for a shutter-type field mill will conservatively eliminate significant perturba- 
tions of the surface-charge density on the top plate. To minimize perturbations of the electric field at the 
location of the probe by nearby ground planes and the stray field from the high-voltage lead to the energized 
plate, the outer edge of the sensing electrode (of the probe) should be no closer than two plate spacings to 
any edge of the grounded plate. The distance between the parallel plates and nearest ground plane (walls, 
floor, etc.) should be at least two plate spacings. Under these conditions, the calibration field can be calcu- 
lated from the expression Vld with an uncertainty of less than 0.5% [ S I .  Uncertainties in the values of Vand 
d will combine with the 0.5% uncertainty (square root of the sum of the squares). A check of instrument cal- 
ibration during outdoor measurements is discussed in 6.4. 

It is emphasized that the field-meter probe should be flush with the ground plane for precise calibrations and 
subsequent measurements. For example, a misalignment of one or two millimeters of a vibrating plate probe, 
relative to the ground plane, can lead to a change of several percent in the measured field-strength value. 

17 

COPYRIGHT Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc
Licensed by Information Handling Services
COPYRIGHT Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc
Licensed by Information Handling Services



IEEE 
Std 1227-1 990 IEEE GUIDE FOR THE MEASUREMENT OF DC ELECTRIC 

6.2.1.2 Calibration Above Ground Plane. 

Calibration of cylindrical field mills above the ground plane can be made by supporting the cylindrical probe 
centrally between the parallel plates with the handle normally used for measurements; the handle orientation 
(or fiber optic link), if adjustable, should be the same during calibration and subsequent measurements. 
From the data in Table 1, a parallel-plate system in which the side dimension of the plates (L) is twice the 
parallel-plate spacing (i.e., Lld = 2) will have a field at its center that will be within 1% of the uniform field 
value given by Vld in the absence of nearby ground planes. 

The perturbation of the field between the plates by nearby ground planes can be minimized by balanced 
energization, i.e., using equal voltages of opposite polarity to energize the parallel plates. For such an 
arrangement and if Lld = 2, the influence of vertical ground planes one plate spacing away from the parallel 
plates will be negligible at the center of the parallel plates [46], [65]. 

The parallel-plate spacing should be sufficiently large so that perturbation of the calibration field by image 
charges in the parallel plates (proximity effect) will be negligible. Two types of image-charge effects should 
be considered. One effect, which is always present, is the field perturbation due to images of the induced 
charges on the cylindrical probe. The second effect is present if the cylindrical probe has a self-charge, 
which can occur if the field mill is a ground-reference device (see 6.1.1 and 6.2.2.2). An estimate of the 
error produced by image charges associated with the induced charges can be made by modeling the cylindri- 
cal probe as a rectangular box that encloses the cylindrical probe. Takuma et al. [65] have shown that for a 
rectangular box 10 cm x 10 cm x 8 cm high, centrally located in a parallel-plate system and for the condition 
Lld = 2, the error in percent due to the proximity of both plates can be expressed as (vl8D 3, x 100, where v 
is the volume of the probe (box) and D is the distance between the center of the probe and each plate. The 
expression (vl8D 3) x 100 

has also been found to be useful for predicting the proximity effect of a probe with a “taller” geometry, 5.1 
cm x 14 cm x 18.2 cm high.6 

Image-charge effects due to a self-charge on a ground-referenced cylindrical field mill can be cancelled by 
positioning the probe midway between the parallel plates of the calibration apparatus. What remains is the 
image charge or proximity effect due to the induced charges discussed above. 

An electrically isolated instrument can be calibrated above the ground plane in the same way as a ground- 
referenced device. However, if the field-meter probe is centrally located between the plates, the calibration 
procedure will not include a check on the adequacy of the coupling to the local space potential. If the insulat- 
ing pole that supports the probe in the field is not scrupulously clean, there may be a leakage path to ground. 
The probe will then charge to ground potential, but the central location of the probe will lead to the cancella- 
tion of the field perturbation due to the image charges. To check for this effect, electrically isolated instru- 
ments that are being calibrated without the presence of space charge should be positioned asymmetrically 
between the parallel plates following calibration at a location midway between the parallel plates. Because 
of the nearly uniform electric field between the parallel plates, there should be no significant change in the 
reading of the field meter if the coupling to the local space potential is adequate. 

The presence of a clean insulating pole in close proximity to the field-meter probe, as noted above, may lead 
to difficulties during calibration at ambient field levels, i.e., 120 Vlm. The insulating surface can act as a trap 
for ambient space charge, and the trapped charge may significantly perturb the calibration field. The use of a 
radioactive ion source mounted on the pole may overcome this difficulty, but the radioactive source can 
introduce additional problems, as discussed in 6.3.3. 

Uncertainties in the values of V and d and the uncertainty due to proximity effects should be combined 
(square root of the sum of the squares) with the 1% uncertainty resulting from fringing-field effects. 

%ee the discussion in [65]. 
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6.2.2 Calibration Field With Space Charge. 

A schematic view of an apparatus that can produce a calculable electric field with space charge is shown in 
Fig 7. Ions generated by stainless-steel corona wires are directed both upward (to the cap) and downward to 
the first screen. Ions not collected on the first screen continue downward to the second screen, which is the 
top “plate” of a parallel-plate system. The ions that pass through the top plate travel a distance dto the bot- 
tom plate and form the current density J. An electrometer is used to measure the ion current to electrically 
isolated current-sensing patches mounted on the bottom plate. Knowledge of the area of the patches then 
permits the calculation of J. The side dimensions of the parallel plates are 1.7 m x 1.7 m, and the spacing can 
be made as large as about 25 cm. 

The solution of Poisson’s equation in one dimension yields expressions for the electric field strength, E(z), 
and electric space potential, I$(& between the parallel plates [56]: 

where 

z = the distance above the bottom plate 
V = the potential of the top plate (z= ú) 
E t  = the electric field at the top plate 
K = the average mobility 

Following procedures described in [56], the values of K and E t  can be determined experimentally, thus per- 
mitting the calculation of E from Eq 6 for a given current density. Electric-field-strength values can be calcu- 
lated with an uncertainty of less than 22% [56]. 

Isolated elements 
for J measurement 

- Electric field probe 

- - 

NOTE-The arrangement shown is appropriate for generating an electric field with positive ions. The 
corona wires are oriented parallel to one another and perpendicular to the plane of the figure. Further details 
of the apparatus are given in [56]. 

Figure 7 - Schematic View of a Parallel-Plate System That Produces DC Fields With Ions 
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6.2.2.1 Calibration in Ground Plane. 

Electric-field meters that operate in the ground plane can be calibrated by making a hole in the center of the 
bottom plate and mounting the field-meter probe flush with the bottom plate. It is assumed that the hole is 
nearly filled by the probe. Shutter-type field mills may introduce small cavities in the ground plane. In this 
regard, it should be noted that the electric-field perturbation due to a circular hole in the ground plane 
decreases to 0.32% at a distance of four radii above the center of the hole in the absence of space charge 
[24], [57], [58] and somewhat more with the presence of space charge [57], [58]. Thus, a parallel-plate spac- 
ing that is four times the radius of the hole made for a shutter-type field mill will conservatively eliminate 
significant perturbations of the surface-charge density on the top plate. 

It is emphasized that the field-meter probe should be flush with the ground plane for precise calibrations and 
subsequent measurements. For example, a misalignment of one or two millimeters of a vibrating-plate probe, 
relative to the ground plane, can lead to a change of several percent in the measured field-strength value. 

6.2.2.2 Calibration Above Ground Plane. 

Calibration of ground-referenced or electrically isolated cylindrical field mills that operate above the ground 
plane can be made by supporting the cylindrical probe at the center of the parallel plates with the handle nor- 
mally used for measurements. If the orientation of the handle (or fiber-optic link) can be varied relative to the 
probe, the orientation during calibration should be the same as that during measurements. The spacing of the 
parallel plates must be sufficiently large that interactions between the probe and plates (i.e., image charges) 
can be considered negligible. For example, it has been shown, using a self-charged infinite cylinder model 
(see 6.1.1), that interactions with only the ground plane affect the field-meter reading by less than 10% if the 
distance between the center of the cylinder and ground plane is more than five times the cylinder radius [38]. 
This result is somewhat conservative because of the infinite cylinder approximation and ignores the much 
smaller image-field effects due to the induced charges on the cylinder. 

However, if the field mill is centrally located between the electrodes of the parallel-plate apparatus, the 
image fields due to the self-charge will cancel, and the perturbation of the field is limited to that of the image 
fields associated with the induced charges on the cylindrical field mill. Image-charge perturbations of the 
calibration field due to induced charges on the field-meter probe are discussed further in 6.2.1.2. 

For calibrations in a parallel-plate system containing space charge, the height of the cylinder shall be care- 
fully determined because the value of the field is a function of distance above the ground plane (Eq 6). 

6.3 Measurements 

6.3.1 Power Line Electric-Field-Strength Measurements. 

The measurement of lateral profiles of electric-field strength is generally considered a valid procedure for 
characterizing power-line electric fields. The lateral profile for an ac power line can be readily determined 
within minutes using a free-body field meter, a survey type device that permits measurements at most points 
above the ground plane [4], [22]. Subsequent departures of the field strength from the measured profile val- 
ues are usually small for the same electrical load and temperature conditions (sagging of the conductors dur- 
ing warm days, heavy icing, or heavy electrical loads can significantly affect the electric-field strength). 

In contrast to the ac power-line case, characterization of the dc electric-field strength near a dc power line is 
a more time-consuming and complicated process. Because of large variations in the electric-field strength 
due to such factors as rain, fog, snow, wind, ice, relative humidity, and fair weather seasonal effects, it has 
been found useful to represent the electric-field strength as a statistical quantity arrived at after measure- 
ments have been performed over an extended period.7 To interpret the data properly, the weather-related 
parameters shall be recorded simultaneously with the electric-field-strength measurements. For example, the 
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use of instrumentation for the measurement of wind speed and direction, precipitation, and temperature 
would be desirable during measurements of the electric field. A meaningful presentation of the data requires 
an indication of such parameters at the time the data were obtained. For example, the maximum, minimum, 
and average field-strength values of the lateral profile could be presented for fair-weather or for “all- 
weather” conditions. The average and extreme values of the electric-field strength will likely differ for the 
two cases. 

The more comprehensive the requirements of a measurement program are, the greater will be the duration of 
the measurement period. Electric-field-strength measurements near dc power lines have been reported for 
periods extending from days and weeks to many months.’ The instrumentation for the short-duration mea- 
surement programs are typically portable, may be less automated, and are moved from point to point to 
obtain the data. Measurements that extend over many months are performed with instrumentation, fre- 
quently unattended, that is permanently positioned at several locations near the power line for simultaneous 
observations. Because the instrumentation is exposed to harsh environmental conditions, the maintenance 
and calibration requirements for the latter situation are much greater. A discussion of the problems that can 
be encountered and the measures taken for their correction is given by Chartier et al. [16]. 

While examples of long-term lateral profile measurements are presented in the next section, it is noted that 
data indicating the cumulative frequency or probability distribution of the electric-field strength at a given 
point have also been reported as a means for characterizing the electric-field environment near dc power 
lines [16], [28], [49]. 

It is noted that many of the techniques for measuring electric fields near dc power lines are applicable to 
areas outside a converter station building where electric fields with space charge may exist. Measurement of 
the electric field inside a converter station building where there is negligible space charge is discussed in 
6.3.2. 

6.3.1.1 Ground-Plane Measurements. 

Lateral profile measurements of the electric-field strength in the ground plane beneath dc power lines may be 
reported in terms of the median field-strength value as well as, for example, the 5% and 95% values. The 5% 
and 95% values have been regarded by some researchers as practical minimum and maximum values for 
specific weather conditions. Other investigators have considered the exceedance level during all- 
weather conditions as a possible working maximum (exceedance levels have been used during measure- 
ments of corona phenomena such as radio noise and audio noise). The reliability of an exceedance level 
during measurements of the electric field depends greatly on the absence from the data base of measurement 
artifacts due to such things as transients in line operation(e.g., switching transients) or malfunctions in the 
operation of the instrumentation. Fig 8, taken from [35], shows examples of three lateral electric-field pro- 
files measured at ground level for fair weather, fog, and rain conditions. The results were obtained with 13 
electric-field-strength meters located at midspan along a straight line perpendicular to the conductors. To 
acquire this kind of data, measurements must be made as frequently as once every minute over a period of 
many months. This is most conveniently accomplished with an automatic data acquisition and storage sys- 
tem under computer control. Automated measurements of other relevant parameters such as climatic condi- 
tions are required in order to properly interpret the data [17], [23], [35]. Conductor geometry, line voltage, 
and time should also be recorded. An approximately flat area, free from towers, trees, fences, tall grass, and 
other irregularities, is recommended as the measurement site. 

While the lateral profile measurements shown in Fig 8 represent electric-field-strength values in the ground 
plane, the instrumentation used to obtain the data were elevated vibrating-plate probes (see 6.1.2) with the 
sensing electrodes pointed at the ground. The responses of the inverted probes were calibrated by comparing 
readings during fair weather with field meters mounted flush with the ground plane in the usual manner [17]. 
This measurement approach reduces the perturbing effects of vegetation, insects, precipitation, and flooding. 
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Another approach that has been used for reducing the effects of vegetation, insects, and flooding is to con- 
struct a large, slightly elevated, artificial ground plane (3.6 m x 11.0 m) using wire mesh nailed to a wooden 
frame [16]. The electric-field meter is then mounted flush with the ground plane with other instrumentation 
for measuring ion-current density (see Section 7) and monopolar charge density (see Section 9). Black plas- 
tic placed on the earth beneath the mesh discourages the growth of weeds. 

If the field meters used for measuring the ground-level electric-field strength are permanently mounted flush 
with the ground plane, some provision should be made for draining rain water from the below-ground cavi- 
ties that house the field meters and associated circuits. For example, sump pumps have been used for remov- 
ing water from holes that house ion counters [16]. Mounting the field meter so that it is centrally located and 
flush with the surface of a Wilson plate operating in the ground plane (see Section 6) allows for more precise 
correlations between the electric-field strength and ion-current-density measurements. 
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NOTE-The median electric-field strength values are indicated with solid curves. The 25 to 75 percentile field values are 
indicated with heavy shading, and the 5 to 95 percentile field values with light shading. 

Figure 8 - Lateral Electric-Field Profiles Measured at Ground Level for Fair Weather, Fog, 
and Rain Conditions 

It should be noted that the convention in describing electric fields near dc power lines is to designate the elec- 
tric field into the ground as positive, i.e., the electric field under the positive conductor is considered positive. 

The influence of an ac power line sharing the same right-of-way as a dc power line is discussed by Maruvada 
and Drogi [51]. 

6.3.1.2 Above-Ground-Plane Measurements. 

Due in part to the lack of commercial instrumentation and difficulties associated with field-meter calibration 
in the presence of space charge (see 6.2.2 and 6.2.2.2.), only one above-ground lateral profile measurement 
has been documented and is described in a report by Kirkham and coworkers [43]. Instrumentation designed 
for electric-field-strength measurements above the ground plane are described in papers by Smiddy and 
Chalmers [62], Gathman [25], Maruvada et al. [50], and Kirkham and coworkers [37], [38], [43]. The cylin- 
drical field mills described in [37], [38], [43], and [50] contain circuit elements that provide position-refer- 
ence signals that permit the determination of the electric-field direction as well as the magnitude. 

Above-ground measurements of the electric-field strength near a HVDC test line using cylindrical field mills 
with fiber optic links to detector circuits are described in [37], [38], [43]. Short-term measurements of the 
electric-field strength above the ground plane show good correlations with nearby simultaneous ground- 
plane measurements. Therefore, once a relationship is established between the above-ground and ground- 
plane measurements, the electric-field strength at the above-ground location can be monitored “remotely” 
using the field meter in the ground plane. 
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6.3.2 Indoor Electric-Field-Strength Measurements. 

Because of the absence of certain outdoor environmental effects such as wind, rain, and fog, and the rela- 
tively small variation of such parameters as relative humidity and air composition in indoor settings, the 
electric-field strength is expected to remain relatively constant for a given electrode geometry and voltage 
level. For such cases, short-term measurements of the electric-field strength in and above the ground plane 
are expected to reflect the nominal long-term electric-field values. This assumes that there are no nearby 
objects or surfaces that can become charged in a poorly defined manner (e.g., insulating surfaces) and per- 
turb the electric field in an unpredictable way. It is also assumed that the electrical parameters associated 
with field and ion-generating processes (i.e., electrode geometry, voltages, etc.) are time invariant. 

6.3.3 Above-Ground-Plane Electric-Field Measurements in the Absence of Space Charge. 

Measurements of the dc electric-field strength above the ground plane can be made in a space-charge-free 
environment (e.g., near electrical apparatus such as wall bushings, insulators, and surge arresters) with 
ground-referenced and electrically isolated cylindrical field mills. Because of the self-charge on the ground- 
referenced instrumentation, measurements near conducting surfaces can be affected by fields produced by 
image charges in the conductors [38]. To a lesser degree, image-charge fields due to the induced charges on 
the cylindrical field mill also influence the mea~urernent.~ The resultant effect of the image-charge fields is 
that the measured electric-field strength at a point exceeds the field value that existed there prior to the intro- 
duction of the cylindrical field probe. Approximate values of the errors due to the images of self-charge for 
an infinite cylinder are discussed in [38]. 

Because of the absence of space charge, electrically isolated cylindrical field mills do not, in principle, 
develop a self-charge, and the perturbation of the electric field is limited to the much smaller effect of image 
charges of the induced charges on the cylindrical probe. In prototypes of electrically isolated instrumentation 
developed by Kirkham et al, optical fibers have been used for transmission of electrical signals from the 
cylindrical probe to the field-strength display circuit. However, difficulty has been experienced in maintain- 
ing adequate insulation between the probe and ground. Resistances on the order of 10l2 Q have been found 
to be insufficient for preventing the probe from eventually reaching ground potential [38]. Image fields due 
to the self-charge of the probe then become a problem (see 6.2.2.2). 

The problem of coupling the probe to space potential can reportedly be solved by means of a radioactive 
polonium ion source attached to the end of the insulating handle normally used to support the cylindrical 
probe in the electric field [38]. However, this procedure may result in charge accumulating on the probe, 
again leading to image-charge field effects. In addition, nearby insulators may become charged by ions pro- 
duced by the radioactive source, causing a further perturbation of the electric field. 

Above-ground electric-field measurements have been performed near outdoor dc insulators as part of a study 
to understand mechanisms for flashover across insulator surfaces [42]. Because of the absence of space 
charge and the use of an electrically isolated cylindrical field mill during the measurements, image-field per- 
turbations were reportedly minimized, and field strength measurements near the insulator surface were made 
possible. However, in light of the possible problems cited above of surfaces charging due to the radioactive 
element, additional studies appear necessary to better define the uncertainty associated with this measure- 
ment approach. 

6.4 Sources of Measurement Error. 

Instruments used outside the laboratory to monitor the long-term performance of a dc power line are usually 
subjected to severe environmental conditions that may affect the operation of the device and the accuracy of 

%’he image-charge field effects for induced charges on a ñnite-length cylindrical probe remain to be determined. The problem for a 
spherical dipole is described in Cooke, C. M. “Proximity Effect of a Conducting Plane In Electro-optic Field Probe Measurements.” 
1983 Annual Report, Conference on Electrical Insulation and Dielectric Phenomena. Buck Hill Falls, PA, pp. 104-109. 
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the measurements. Under these conditions, reliable measurements will be obtained only if methods of peri- 
odically checking instrument operation, calibration, and drift are considered as part of the measurement pro- 
tocol [16]. 

Because of the possibility of charge accumulation on insulating surfaces during outdoor and indoor mea- 
surements, these surfaces should not be exposed to the electric field. Charge accumulation can result in mea- 
surement instability and in long-term drift. For example, charging of the underside of the rotating shutter of 
a field mill because of surface contamination can result in instabilities or a systematic shift in field values. 
Similar effects may occur if surfaces within the housing of a vibrating-plate probe become charged [9]. 
Increasing the spacing between the shutter and sensing electrode on the field mill and using a pressurized 
&-purging system in the vibrating-plate probe [17] help to reduce these effects. 

Because of harsh outdoor environmental conditions, it is possible that electrically sensitive metal surfaces 
will become corroded and acquire a charge. As with charged insulating surfaces, this can lead to instrument 
drift and instability. The likelihood of these problems can be reduced by gold-plating the metal surfaces. 

Under conditions of large ion-current densities, in excess of those normally encountered under dc power 
lines, vibrating-plate field meters may indicate field-strength values that are too low because of a mechanism 
associated with a large impedance between the vibrating plate and ground [56]. 

As noted in 6.2.1.1, field meters should be flush with the ground plane when used for measurements at 
ground level. Field probes that project above the ground plane will indicate excessively high field values; if 
the probe is positioned below the ground plane, the indicated field values will be too low. 

Raindrops can short-circuit elements in electric-field probes and disrupt measurements. Elevating field mills 
and vibrating-plate probes above the ground plane and inverting them so that they point toward the ground 
[26], [35] reduces the likelihood of the short-circuit problem. The responses of the probes used in this manner 
to obtain the data in Fig 8 (see 6.3.1.1) were calibrated by comparing readings with a field meter mounted 
flush with the ground plane [35]. However, it should be noted that the calibration will depend in part on the 
spatial distribution of charge density. For example, if the calibration of the inverted field meter is performed 
in the absence of space charge, some measurement error will likely occur if the field meter is later used when 
there is a layer of space charge near ground level [26]. 

Shutter-type field mills operating in the ground plane have been successfully used during rain, fog, and snow 
by incorporating heating elements in the probe. A shutter frequency of 180 Hz in combination with a 180 Hz 
tuned filter in the signal-processing circuit minimized unwanted noise signals produced by charged moisture 
particles discharging on the stationary sensing electrode [16]. 

The calibration of shutter-type field mills mounted flush with the ground plane can be checked with parallel 
plates by placing an energized plate above the field mill and using the ground plane as the bottom plate of a 
parallel-plate system. Refer to 6.2.1.1 for appropriate plate dimensions and spacing. A portable, battery- 
operated parallel-plate system has been used for such outdoor calibrations [16]. 

Observer proximity effects during measurements in the ground plane can lead to attenuated field strength in 
the absence of space charge and possibly enhanced field-strength values when there is space charge present. 
In general, proximity effects are a function of distance between the observer and measurement location, 
measurement height above ground, and the electric potential of the observer, e.g., grounded or elevated 
potential because of charging [4], [91,[211,[221. 
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7. Current-Density Measurements 

7.1 Instrumentation and Principle of Operation. 

Measurements of the vertical component of the ion-current density J in the vicinity of dc power lines are 
performed with a fiat collecting plate-electrometer combination. The flat plate, historically referred to as a 
Wilson plate [13], is located flush with the ground plane as shown schematically in Fig 9. The current den- 
sity, averaged over the area of the plate (A), is given by 

Z J = -  
A 

where 

I = the measured current 

The Wilson plate is isolated from ground but is held at ground potential via the electrometer circuitry. Wil- 
son plates l m x l m, usually with guard bands to reduce fringing-field effects, have commonly been 
employed for current-density measurements near dc power lines [9], [17], [18], [20]. If necessary, the sensi- 
tivity of the current-density measurement can be increased by increasing the area of the Wilson plate. 

Wilson plates that are smaller in dimension than the 1 m2 devices used outdoors can be employed in indoor 
settings. For example, Wilson plates 10 cm x 10 cm x 0.157 cm thick have been fabricated from copper-clad 
printed circuit boards and used to measure J in the parallel-plate apparatus shown in Fig 7 [54]. The minia- 
ture Wilson plates rest on the surface of the ground plane rather than flush with it, and appropriate correc- 
tions need to be applied. 

Current Sensing 
Surface 

Guard Band 
(Grounded) 1 

\ / 
/ / / / / / / / / / / / /  

Il 
- t / / / / / /  

/ 
/ / / / / / / I / / /  ‘ / / / / / / / / I  

insulators ---- 

I Electrometer Q 
Figure 9 - Schematic View of a Wilson Plate Mounted Flush With the Ground Plane 
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7.2 Calibration of Instrumentation. 

Calibration of a Wilson-plate measurement system requires knowledge of the uncertainties in the values of 
the sensing area (A) and measured current (Z) in Eq 8. The uncertainty in the value of A for a Wilson plate 
can be made smaller by reducing the gap spacing between the plate and the guard band and assuming the 
“effective” ion collecting area of the plate extends to the midpoint of the gap. The electrometer can be cali- 
brated with a current injection circuit consisting of an appropriately high-standard resistor, dc power supply, 
and accurate voltmeter. Fig 10 shows a simplified schematic view of the calibration circuit; the current is cal- 
culated from Ohm’s law, Z = VIR. It should be noted that the electrometer input is operated at virtual ground 
potential during calibration and subsequent current-density measurements. Measurement uncertainties in the 
values of A and Z should be combined (square root of the sum of the squares) and reported as the total mea- 
surement uncertainty. 

Miniature Wilson plates that rest on the surface of the ground plane (see 7.1) can be calibrated with 60 Hz 
electric fields in a parallel-plate apparatus and used for measuring J in indoor settings that simulate the dc 
power-line electrical environment [54], [SI.  

R 

Electrometer 1 

Figure 10 - SchematicView of a Current Injection Circuit for Calibrating Electrometer Used 
With Wilson Plate 

7.3 Measurements 

7.3.1 Power-Line Current-Density Measurements. 

Much of the discussion regarding power-line electric-field strength measurements in 6.3.1 applies to ion-cur- 
rent density measurements, and the reader is encouraged to review the earlier section. Briefly: 

1) 
2) 

3) 

4) 
5 )  

Lateral profiles can be used to characterize the ion current density. 
The data can be obtained over an extended period to determine the maximum, minimum, and 
median current-density values for specified weather conditions. 
An automatic data acquisition and storage system monitors the current-density signals from perma- 
nently installed Wilson plates and from sensors indicating weather conditions. 
The measurements represent current-density values at ground level. 
The measurement techniques are applicable to areas outside a converter station building where sig- 
nificant levels of space charge may exist. 
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Short-term measurements with perhaps less automated, portable instrumentation, lasting less than a week, 
can also be performed in cases where a comprehensive data base is not required [9], [49]. 

Fig 11 shows lateral ion-current-density profiles obtained for the same weather conditions, line voltage and 
geometry, and time interval as for the electric-field-strength profiles shown in Fig 8. The Wilson plates used 
to obtain the data in Fig 11 were elevated 24 cm above the ground plane to avoid problems with precipita- 
tion, vegetation, and insects. The enhanced current-density values resulting from elevating the Wilson plates 
have been corrected to ground-level values [35] (see 7.4). 

üOO/ 12.21 1 O. 7 FR1 R 

LCITERRL O I S 1  FROH CENTER L I N E - [ R I  

ü00/12.2/10.7 FOG 
R 

O 
LRTERRL O I S 1  FROH CENTER L I N E - ( H I  

r100/12.2/1 O. 7 RR I N 

LRTERRL OIS1 FROH CENTER L I N E - ( H I  

NOTE-The median ion-current-density values are indicated with solid curves. The 25 to 75 percentile values are indi- 
cated with heavy shading, and the 5 to 95 percentile values are indicated with light shading. 

Figure 11 - Lateral Ion-Current-Density Profiles Measured at Ground Level for Fair 
Weather, Fog, and Rain Conditions 

7.3.2 Indoor Current-Density Measurements. 

Most of the discussion in 6.3.2 regarding indoor electric-field-strength measurements applies to indoor cur- 
rent-density measurements. For example, in the absence of nearby surfaces and objects that can become 
charged in an unpredictable way, short-term measurements of the ion current density in the ground plane are 
expected to reflect the long-term nominal current-density values. Miniature Wilson plates (see 7.1 and 7.2) 
may be more convenient for short-term measurements and will provide greater spatial resolution than the 1 
m2 device commonly used near dc power lines. 

7.4 Sources of Measurement Error. 

The precautions of periodically checking instrument operation, calibration, and drift as part of the measure- 
ment protocol during extended outdoor electric-field-strength measurements apply also to ion-current-den- 
sity measurements [ 161. 

Although the measurement of ion-current densities appears straightforward, systematic errors can affect its 
accuracy. If the electric field at the surface of the collecting plate changes due to the sudden shift of a cloud 
of charge overhead, then a displacement current results that is indistinguishable from the conduction current. 
Techniques for compensating for signals that result because of changes in the electric field at the surface of 
the sensor have been described in the literature. These techniques include integrating the current over known 
time periods to determine the average current [9], [16], use of special impedance matching [40], and simul- 
taneous measurements of the electric field and suitable subtraction of the displacement current from the total 
current [33]. With the data acquisition system used to acquire the lateral profiles shown in Fig 11, time aver- 
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I (Grounded) 

aging provides a median value of J that is nearly free of displacement-current effects. However, maximum 
and minimum values of J can still be influenced by displacement currents. 

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /  / / / / / / / / / / / /  

Errors that result when the Wilson plate is located above the ground plane for practical reasons, such as to 
eliminate effects of vegetation, precipitation, and insects, can be significant. In this case, there is an enhance- 
ment of the electric-field strength and ion current at the surface of the Wilson plate as shown schematically 
in Fig 12. 

I /  / / / / /  / /  / / / / / /  / /  / / / /  / 

I 

E 
-0 

NOTE-The geometric enhancement of the electric field for this configuration results in an excessive ion current reach- 
ing the current sensing surface. 

Figure 12 - Schematic View of a Wilson Plate Resting on the Ground Plane 

A systematic study has been done to determine the errors associated with above-ground measurements of 
vertical current density [54]. This investigation was done primarily in the laboratory using various miniature 
Wilson plate geometries, but also included actual field data taken under a test line. The results of the study 
are summarized in Fig 13. While use of a guard band reduces the amount of “excess” current measured, the 
error associated with determining J can still be large. Geometric enhancement values for a given Wilson 
plate configuration were determined using both ac (60 Hz) electric field, and dc field and ion methods. For 
the conditions to be expected under a HVDC transmission line, the two methods give the same results, as in 
shown in Fig 13. In the figure, the solid curves represent composite data obtained using ac techniques, while 
the dc results are shown as discrete data points. Therefore, for a given Wilson plate configuration, the geo- 
metric enhancement factor can be determined using a parallel-plate system energized with a 60 Hz power 
supply [541,[551. 

The accumulation of snow or ice on the Wilson plate or insulating surfaces can adversely affect its operation. 
Heating elements built into the Wilson plate have been used to prevent the accumulation of snow and ice 
[23]. Heating elements should also minimize leakage currents across insulating spacers. Use of a single insu- 
lator at the center of the sensing plate, creating an umbrella effect, has been found to be helpful in reducing 
leakage currents between the sensing plate and ground [16]. 
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NOTE-Parameters a, c, and d are indicated on the figure. Solid curves are drawn through data points obtained by using 
ac fields to determine field enhancements. The symbols + and . indicate data points for dc fields with ions. DC operating 
conditions were comparable to those found under operating HVDC transmission lines 

Figure 13 - Errors for Current Sensors Located above the Ground Plane. 

8. Conductivity Measurements 

Although conductivity measurements are not usually made near dc power lines, discussion of the instrumen- 
tation and principle of operation provides a useful introduction to ion measurements involving air flow and, 
in particular, the monopolar charge-density measurement, which is considered in Section 9. 

8.1 Instrumentation and Principle of Operation. 

The electrical conductivity of air, A, can be determined by measuring, independently, the ion-current density 
and electric-field strength at a point in the absence of wind effects and calculating the ratio JIE. 

J = AE (9) 

Comparing Eqs 1 and 9, the conductivity can be expressed as a product of charge density and average mobil- 
ity, PK. 

Conductivity may also be measured directly by using a cylindrical aspiration device known as a Gerdien 
tube," which is illustrated in Fig 14. In the configuration shown, ions move under the influence of the air 
stream and the electric field established by the polarizing potential. Some fraction of the ions is deposited on 
the inner cylinder. Either positive or negative ions are collected, depending on the polarity of the polarizing 

"See [12], p. 196. 
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potential, and the monopolar conductivity associated with these ions is measured. The solid curve in Fig 15 
indicates, schematically, the current-voltage (Z-V) characteristics of a Gerdien tube for a fixed flow rate 
through the instrument with no fringing electric-field effects (see 8.4). If the voltage and current are propor- 
tional (Ohm's law is satisfied), a measure of conductivity can be obtained. For certain operating conditions, 
i.e., decreased flow rate or increased polarizing potential, a saturation condition results, as indicated in Fig 
15. By writing an expression for the current in terms of physical parameters, this behavior can be described 
analytically in the following way: 

Moco k, = - vc 
where 

C = the effective interelectrode capacitance of the Gerdien tube 
V = the polarizing voltage 
M o  = the laminar volumetric air flow rate 

The critical mobility, k c ,  is the limiting mobility value for those ions that are completely collected by the 
Gerdien tube. All ions with mobilities k > k will be collected, while only a fraction of those with mobilities 
k e k will contribute to the measured current. In this expression for the current to the inner electrode, the 
expressionfik) is the mobility distribution function andfik)dk is the number of ions with mobility between k 
and k + dk. The charge on an electron is e ,  and is the permittivity of air. It is assumed that all ions are sin- 
gly charged. 

If all of the ions present have mobilities k e k c ,  i.e., for points along the linear portion of" the Z-V curve in 
Fig 15, the expression for the current reduces to 

This expression relates the conductivity of the air drawn through the Gerdien tube and a set of physical 
parameters that can be determined. Note that the result is independent of the volumetric air flow through the 
device. For the situation where some of the ions have mobilities k > k c ,  the response is no longer propor- 
tional to conductivity, and the Z-V characteristic is nonlinear. In terms of Eq 10, the integral from k to CO 

begins to contribute. 

If all the ions are being collected, the curve saturates as shown in Fig 15; all the ions satisfy the condition k 
k c ,  and the first integral in Eq 10 vanishes. Then 

Z = MoeN = Mop (12) 

where 

N = the total number of ions entering the Gerdien tube 

In this mode of operation, the device is said to function as an ion counter.12 

"See [32]. 
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Because of the large mobility differences between small ions and charged particles, the Z-V curve of an ion 
counter will display a plateau while all the small ions are being collected, even in the presence of charged 
particulates. This is technically not a "saturated" condition since, as the polarizing voltage is increased, a 
larger fraction of the less mobile particles will be collected. However, small ion densities are determined by 
operating the ion counter in this saturated condition (see Section 9). In practice, when conductivity measure- 
ments are performed, Gerdien tubes are operated with high flow rates and low polarizing potentials to assure 
that the device is operating on the linear part of the Z-V curve. It is important that the proper operating condi- 
tions be established by determination of the Z-Vcharacteristic for the Gerdien tube being used. Although the 
conductivity measurement is one associated with small ions, if the air is heavily polluted the small-ion den- 
sity may be substantially reduced and in fact represent only a small fraction of the ion population. If such 
conditions exist, an interpretation of the conductivity as being representative of the small-ion concentration 
may not be warranted. 

To electrometer r 
IH Hi 

-1 I- 

NOTE-The outer grounded cylinder is used to limit the extent of fringing fields (edge effect). 

Figure 14 - Schematic View of a Gerdien Tube 

"See [12], p. 196. 
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VOLTAGE (V) 

NOTE-Losses due to fringing-field effects are shown with a dashed line. 

Figure 15 - Features of the I-V Curve for a Gerdien Tube for the Operating Range From 
Conductivity Measurements to Ion Counting 

8.2 Calibration of Instrumentation. 

To date, no experimental calibration of Gerdien tubes has been reported in the literature. This is due in part 
to the difficulty in establishing experimentally an ion source with a known mobility distribution,f(k). In prin- 
ciple, the characteristics of these instruments are based on calculable or measurable quantities (i.e., C, I>, 
but because of the number of potential sources of systematic errors, a means of calibration would be desir- 
able. 

One practical problem is the determination of the effective capacitance appearing in Eq 11, which is that 
associated with the active ion-collecting region of the Gerdien tube. A method for making this measurement 
is discussed in [63].13 

8.3 Measurements. 

As previously noted, conductivity measurements are not usually made near dc power lines. To date, only one 
account of conductivity measurements in the vicinity of a dc power line has been reported [28]. Reports of 
terrestrial conductivity measurements are given by Kraakevik [47], Higazi and Chalmers [29], and in refer- 
ences cited by ch al mer^.'^ 

13The method described in this reference is not strictly correct since it ignores the fact that the capacitance contributed by the support is 
a function of the total geometry and will be different with the central electrode in place. There is also an apparent typographical error in 
the equation CR = xU4. CR should be proportional to l/h. 
14See [12], p. 199 ff. 
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8.4 Sources of Measurement Error. 

One source of systematic error associated with conductivity measurements made using the Gerdien tube 
results from the effects of fringing fields, which are sometimes called “edge effects.” These effects should be 
distinguished from those that are due to fields external to the instrument, which are discussed in 9.4. The 
polarizing potential, V may be applied to the Gerdien tube in several ways, two of which are indicated in Fig 
16. If the collector electrode is grounded (through the electrometer), as indicated in Fig 16(a), the polarizing 
potential on the outer electrode results in external fringing fields, which affect the measurement by retarding 
and causing the loss of incoming ions. The loss of ions is reflected in the current-voltage characteristic curve 
with the elimination of the plateau in Fig 15 (dashed line in Fig 15) as the polarizing voltage is increased. In 
an actual instrument design, this effect may be somewhat reduced by surrounding the outer electrode with a 
grounded cylinder that restricts the extent of the external field as indicated. When the polarizing potential is 
in series with the electrometer as shown in Fig 16(b), the external fringing field is reduced. In this case, the 
field can still “leak” to the outside and result in an increased number of ions that will be attracted to the col- 
lector rod. This condition can easily be detected by reducing the air flow through the tube to zero and noting 
the presence of current. For the configuration shown in Fig 16(b), there are severe restrictions on polarizing 
supply stability and leakage across insulators, since spurious signals are directly coupled to the electrometer. 
These problems can be minimized in a number of ways that are discussed in the literature [34], [45] and are 
summarized in an extensive treatise on ion counters [66]. 

Other sources of error are uncertainties in the measurement of Z and V and effects of an external dc electric 
field. For the charge densities encountered near dc power lines, the effects of Coulomb repulsion can also 
inñuence the measurement process. Several of the above error sources are considered further when monopo- 
lar charge-density measurements are discussed in 9.4. 

fi Electrometer 

1 
I Electrometer 
I 

//I - 1 

Figure 16a - A Gerdien Tube Polarizing Configuration Such That Ions Are Deflected at the 
Inlet 

33 

COPYRIGHT Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc
Licensed by Information Handling Services
COPYRIGHT Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc
Licensed by Information Handling Services



IEEE 
Std 1227-1 990 IEEE GUIDE FOR THE MEASUREMENT OF DC ELECTRIC 

Figure 16b - Arrangement Where Fringing Fields Attract Ions to the Collector From Out- 
side the Device 

9. Monopolar Charge-Density Measurements 

9.1 Instrumentation and Principle of Operation. 

As indicated in Section 8, the aspirator-type instrumentation used for conductivity measurements can also be 
used for determining monopolar charge densities, provided it is 

operated in the saturated current region @e., plateau region in Fig 15). In this mode of operation, the instru- 
mentation has historically been referred to as an ion counter, although ions are not actually counted. From 
Eq 12, the charge density for ions with mobility greater than the critical mobility (Eq 10) is given by 

1 p = -  
MO 

where 

Z = the ion current 
M o  = the laminar volumetric flow rate through the ion counter 

It is common practice to assume that all the ions collected are singly charged and to convert the measured 
charge density to an equivalent number of charges per unit volume [12]. Commercial instruments are fre- 
quently configured with voltages that can be selected to allow operation with different critical mobilities. In 
addition to cylindrical geometries (Fig 14), ion counters with parallel-plate geometries as shown in Fig 17 
have been used for charge-density measurements [45]. Alternate plates are connected, and the groups of 
plates are connected to a polarizing potential and electrometer respectively. Ion counters can be operated in 
the ground plane by mounting the instrumentation vertically in a cavity below the ground plane, with the 
aperture flush with the ground plane. Sump pumps have been used to prevent flooding in the cavity when ion 
counters have been used in this configuration during long-term outdoor measurements [16]. 

Yet another method for determining monopolar charge density in the ground plane is to measure simulta- 
neously the current density, J, and the electric-field strength, E, at ground level and use Eq 1 to calculate p, 
assuming a value for the average mobility, K, and that the air velocity is negligible [9], [li], [20]. While 
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relying solely on this approach for determining mobility is questionable because of the uncertainty associ- 
ated with assuming the value of ion mobility, it can serve as a check of charge-density measurements 
obtained with an ion counter. Further discussion of this method is provided in the references cited above. 

I 

-- Collecting -- 
electrode 

- - 

NOTE- The volume between the outer collector plate and the counter enclosure is inactive 
(no polarizing potential). 

Figure 17 - Parallel-Plate Ion Counter 

9.2 Calibration of Instrumentation. 

An apparatus that produces a known charge density in the presence of dc electric fields, comparable to those 
near dc power lines, is required for experimental calibration of aspirator-type ion counters. The parallel-plate 
apparatus shown in Fig 7 is suitable for calibrating ion counters in the ground plane [57], [58]. To establish 
its suitability, it is necessary to demonstrate that 

1) 
2) 

The unperturbed charge density profile, p(z), between the parallel plates can be calculated, and 
Significant perturbations of p(z) due to the aperture of the ion counter in the ground plane and air 
flow through the aperture do not extend to the top plate of the parallel plates. 

The influences of the dc electric field, air motion from the ion counter, Coulomb repulsion, and diffusion on 
the transport of ions into the ion counter must also be characterized to determine their effects on instrument 
calibration and measurements (see 9.4). A known charge density with an uncertainty of 29% can be pro- 
duced for calibration purposes using the parallel-plate apparatus in Fig 7. Fig 18 shows a comparison of cal- 
culated charge density and measured values using a parallel-plate ion counter-as a function of average air 
velocity through the ion counter. The calibration was performed with the ion counter aperture flush with the 
ground plane [58]. 

As suggested by the above remarks, calibration of aspirator-type ion counters is a complicated procedure. In 
addition, the validity of a calibration is limited to the charge density used at the time of the calibration 
because of duct losses due to Coulomb repulsion when large charge densities exist. Details of the calibration 
apparatus and procedures are given in [57] and [58]. Experimental calibration of ion counters that are used 
above the ground plane has not been reported. However, for certain conditions (see 9.4.3), calibration in the 
ground plane may be adequate for above-ground charge-density measurements. 
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AVERAGE AIR SPEED (rn/s) 

NOTE-Calculated values of the charge density, pc, are shown for air speeds less than 2 mís. Typical error bars 
are indicated for the results near an air speed of 1 mís. 

Figure 18 - Positive Charge-Density Measurements, pm, as a Function of Average Air 
Velocity in the Plane of Aperture 

9.3 Measurements 

9.3.1 Power-Line Charge-Density Measurements. 

Much of the discussion regarding power-line electric-field strength measurements in 6.3.1 applies to monop- 
olar charge-density measurements, and the reader is encouraged to review the earlier section. Briefly: 

1) 

2) 

3) 
4) 

The data can be obtained over an extended period to determine the range of charge-density values 
for specific weather conditions. 
An automated data acquisition and storage system is used for monitoring signals from the ion 
counter and from sensors indicating weather conditions. 
The measurements represent charge-density values near ground level. 
The measurement techniques are applicable to areas outside a converter station building where sig- 
nificant levels of space charge may exist. 

Ideally, lateral profile measurements of the charge density are desirable, but the cost of the instrumentation 
may restrict the measurements to only a few locations. As noted for the electric-field and current-density 
measurements, short-term measurements with perhaps less automated, portable instrumentation, lasting less 
than a week, may be satisfactory in cases where a more comprehensive data base is not required. 

There are few accounts of monopolar charge-density measurements performed with ion counters in the 
vicinity of dc power lines. The first report appears to be that of Bracken and Furumasu [lo] for measure- 
ments in the ground plane beneath a high-voltage test line at The Dalles in Oregon. The measurement loca- 
tions were approximately 28 m with respect to the center line. 

Ground plane monopolar charge-density measurements have also been conducted at the Bonneville Power 
Administration Grizzly Mountain test site [16]. The measurement locations were 27.9 m and 222.9 m from 
the center of the transmission line at midspan. 
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While apparently no measurements of monopolar charge density have been made above the ground plane in 
the vicinity of power lines, measurements of terrestrial charge densities above the ground plane are exten- 
sively reported in the technical 1iterat~re.l~ 

9.3.2 Indoor Charge-Density Measurements. 

Measurements of monopolar charge densities have been reported for indoor settings as part of studies deal- 
ing with ion-counter calibration and measurements [57], [58], indoor air quality [48], and small animal bio- 
effects [14], [15]. The references cited consider measurements in and above the ground plane. As for indoor 
electric-field-strength measurements (see 6.3.2) and current-density measurements (see 7.3.2), short-term 
measurements of the charge density are expected to reflect the nominal long-term density values both in the 
absence of nearby surfaces that could become charged unpredictably, and in the absence of changes in the 
source of ions. Significant changes in air composition are also assumed to be unlikely. 

9.4 Sources of Measurement Error. 

Ion-counter measurements can be subject to many sources of errors that, for purposes of discussion, may be 
divided into those associated with the interior of the ion counter and those external to the ion counter. The 
sometimes severe environmental effects that can be encountered during long-term outdoor measurements 
have previously been noted (see 6.4 and 7.4) and are discussed in [16]. Parameters external to the ion counter 
that can affect measurements of charge density are discussed first. Parameters that can inñuence the internal 
operation of an ion counter are then considered, followed by a discussion of above-ground-plane measure- 
ments. Only a brief description of the error sources are given with references cited to provide additional 
details. A comprehensive account of factors that influence ion-counter operation are provided in [34] and 
[66]. Maintenance procedures and in-the-field performance tests for ion counters used for long-term, unat- 
tended outdoor measurements are discussed in [16]. 

9.4.1 External Parameters Affecting Ion-Counter Operation. 

The derivation of Eq 13, which is used to determine p, assumes that the electric field at the entrance of the 
ion counter is zero, the charge density being sampled is uniform, and the rate of laminar air flow through the 
ion counter, M o ,  is known [66]. In the vicinity of high-voltage dc transmission lines, a significant electric 
field exists, the charge density distribution may not be well known, and the presence of wind can affect air 
flow through the ion counter. The effects of these factors are considered below. 

9.4.1.1 External Electric Field. 

Fig 19 shows approximate ion trajectory calculations for positive ions approaching the aperture of an ion 
counter that is mounted flush with the ground plane with and without the existence of an electric field [57], 
[58]. The dashed lines show ion trajectories with no external electric field and for a time-of-flight to the aper- 
ture of 50 ms. The air speed in the plane of the aperture is assumed to be uniform and equal to 1 d s .  Intro- 
duction of a 15 kV/m electric field modifies the trajectories for the same time-of-flight to the solid lines. The 
volume of ions that reaches the aperture of the ion counter with the presence of the electric field is signifi- 
cantly larger than without the field. Because the validity of Eq 13 rests on the assumption that ions are trans- 
ported into the ion counter only by the air that flows through the ion counter, the extra ions can be regarded 
as a source of measurement error. However, theoretical [64]16 and experimental results [57], [58] indicate 
that the extra ions resulting from the external electric field will not reach the collecting electrodes, provided 
that the collecting electrodes are adequately shielded. 

"See [12] and references cited therein, p. 94 ff. 
'6Swann's theory does not consider large ion densities for which there is significant Coulomb repulsion between the ions. However, the 
study described in [57] and [58] suggests, within experimental uncertainty, that the theory is valid even when Coulomb repulsion is sig- 
nificant. 
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This can be accomplished by designing the ion counter with a sufficiently long duct in front of the collecting 
electrode (see also 9.4.2 for Coulomb losses). Adequate electric-field shielding exists if there is no signifi- 
cant ion current to the collecting electrode when M o is made equal to zero. 

- 

4 

E 

c 

l- 
I 

V' 

--.. 4 
2 

\ 

/ " O  = m/c E = 15 kV/m 
K =  1.3 ~ 1 0 - ~ m * / V ,  

I Edge of aperture 

NOTE-The solid curves show the influence of a 15 kV/m electric field. Dashed curves are for no electric field. The time- 
of-flight for all trajectories is 50 ms. The volume occupied by the ions that enter the aperture when E z O, V', exceeds the 
volume of air, V, that enters in the same time 

Figure 19 - Ion Trajectories for Air Speed in the Plane of Aperture of 1 mís. 

9.4.1.2 Nonuniform Charge Density. 

Eq 13 assumes that the charge density that is sampled by the ion counter is uniform. This may not be well 
approximated in the vicinity of a dc transmission line or in laboratory apparatus designed to simulate the 
transmission-line environment. The ion-counter measurement represents some average value and in general 
will not equal the charge density precisely at the ground plane [57] [58]. 

9.4.1.3 Wind. 

Measurement of the volumetric flow rate is straightforward if a suitable flow meter is used, but this is usually 
not done in commercial instruments because of the cost of the flow meter. For these devices, the flow rate is 
determined by the manufacturer and is included in the instrument calibration. If the ion counter is operated 
in a situation where there are external winds, then the air flow through the instrument can be affected, and 
the stated instrument calibration may become invalid. Simultaneous measurements of wind as well as volu- 
metric flow rate and ion current in an ion counter operating near dc power lines would be desirable to deter- 
mine the degree of measurement perturbation resulting from wind action. 
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9.4.2 Parameters Affecting Internal Operation of the Ion Counter 

9.4.2.1 Fringing Electric Field. 

The loss of ions due to fringing fields as outlined in 8.4 during the discussion of conductivity measurements 
can also occur for a cylindrical ion counter and is not discussed further here. The parallel-plate ion counter 
can exhibit similar losses if the electrode geometry is not properly designed. The plates with the polarizing 
voltage shall be sufficiently recessed behind the collecting plates to avoid significant loss of ions. Measure- 
ments that show the loss of ions because of fringing-field effects are presented in Fig 20 [57]. As the polariz- 
ing plates are moved from positions in front of the collecting plates to recessed locations, the loss of ions 
decreases to a negligible level for increasing polarizing voltage. The flow rate and charge density were held 
constant during these measurements. A useful empirical guide is that the polarizing plates should be 
recessed two plate spacings behind the front of the collection plates. The presence of fringing-field effects is 
best determined by measuring the I-V characteristic curve of the ion counter and observing whether a droop 
occurs in the “plateau” (Fig 15). 

NOTE-The displacement between the leading edges of the collection and the polarizing plates is x. Positive values of x 
correspond to a situation where the polarizing plates protrude in front on the collector plates. For x = O, the leading edges 
were flush. Because the ion density is independent of the polarizing voltage over the range plotted, the ion-counter current 
should be constant. The spacing of the parallel plates is near 1 cm and the air speed, averaged over the area of the ion- 
counter aperture, is near 42 cmís. 

Figure 20 - Ion-Counter Output Current as a Function of Polarizing Voltage for Different 
Plate Configurations 
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9.4.2.2 Coulomb Repulsion and Diffusion. 

As noted in 9.4.1.1, the measurement error due to an external electric field can be made negligible by ade- 
quately shielding the ion-counter 

collecting plates with a length of duct. This procedure, however, introduces two mechanisms for ion loss, 
namely by Coulomb repulsion due to the large charge densities near dc transmission lines, and diffusion. 
The effects of turbulence may also lead to ion losses for a sufficiently high Reynolds number. An approxi- 
mate expression for the charge density (when Coulomb repulsion is the only mechanism for loss), p(L), after 
a circular cylinder of charge has traversed a distance L in a cylindrical duct is given by [57], [58] 

where 

KPORL 
2EOU 

s = -  

In Eq 14, 

po = the initial charge density 
R = the radius of the duct 
K = the average mobility 
u = the air velocity 

A more exact expression for p that is independent of geometry is [41] 

where 

T = the time-of-flight between the initial and final points of observation 

The radial displacement of ions due to diffusion for a cylindrical cloud of ions as it traverses a cylindrical 
duct also leads to ion losses. An expression for this radial displacement, sr, is given by [57], [58] 

4kTKL ' I 2  

= [ T I  
where 

k = the Boltzmann constant 
T 
e = the ionic charge 

= the temperature in degrees K 

A further discussion of duct losses is given in [57] and [58]. Losses due to Coulomb repulsion and diffusion 
can be reduced by placing an aperture at the entrance of the duct that is smaller in area than the cross-sec- 
tional area of the duct. It is cautioned, however, that adding a duct and aperture to a commercial ion counter 
could affect the air flow (M o) because of the increased load on the fan. 
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9.4.2.3 Other Parameters. 

In addition to the fringing field, Coulomb repulsion, and diffusion effects described above, the internal oper- 
ation of an ion counter can be affected by 

Exposed insulating surfaces that can become charged and deflect ions 
Vibrations of the ion-counter electrodes, which can produce microphonic signals that obscure the 
ion-current signal during measurement of low-charge densities [ 161 
Instabilities in the power supply providing the polarizing voltage, which capacitively couple to the 
electrometer circuit and perturb the ion-current measurement (batteries should be used when possi- 
ble) 
Air flow between the outside collecting plate and ion-counter enclosure (Fig 17), which leads to 
poorer collection efficiency of the ions 
High relative humidity, which can cause leakage currents and affect the value of high resistances in 
the electrometer circuit [ 161 
Accuracy of the voltmeter and electrometer that are used to measure V and Z 
Coulomb repulsion between ions, which occurs between the electrodes of the ion counter 
Turbulence of the air motion between the electrodes of the ion counter 

Heaters have been used in ion counters to minimize moisture-related errors during long-term outdoor mea- 
surements [ 161. 

9.4.3 Charge-Density Measurement Above the Ground Plane. 

Ion counters are often operated above the ground plane for reasons of convenience. Fig 21 schematically 
shows ion counters in two orientations above the ground plane for measuring positive-charge densities in the 
presence of a uniform vertical electric field. The housing of the ion counter is shown electrically floating in 
Figs 21(a) and 21(d), referenced to ground potential in Figs 21(b) and 21(e), and biased to attract positive 
ions in Figs 21(c) and 21(f). 

Measurements with the horizontal orientation are less affected by rain or snow, but some positive ions will 
fail to reach the aperture of the ion counter in Fig 21(a) because of the opposing electric field or, equiva- 
lently, because of the repulsion between the induced positive charges on the housing and the approaching 
ions [57], [64]. The problem is reduced in Fig 21(b) and eliminated with the attractive bias shown in Fig 
21(c). With the vertical orientation, few if any positive ions approaching the aperture of the ion counter will 
be repelled by the induced charges on the housing in Figs 21(d) and 21(e), and no ions will be repelled with 
the attractive bias in Fig 21(f). Although the electric field can increase the number of ions reaching the aper- 
ture to a value in excess of that due to the aspirating action of the ion counter alone, the extra ions will not be 
measured provided there is adequate electric-field shielding of the collecting electrodes (see 9.4.1.1). 
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NOTE-Induced charges produced by a uniform vertical electric field, E O, are shown when the ion-counter housing is 
at space potential in (a) and (d), referenced to ground in (b) and (e) (the number of positive charges depends on the dif- 
ference in potential between the ion-counter housing and the ambient space potential), and biased to attract positive ions in 
(cl and (0. 

Figure 21 - Schematic Views of the Ion Counter Above the Ground Plane in Vertical and 
Horizontal Orientations 

1 O. Net Space-Charge-Density Measurements 

10.1 Instrumentation and Principle of Operation. 

Two types of instrumentation for measuring net space charge are considered in this guide, the Faraday cage 
and the filter [5], [67]. The use of ion counters to measure charge densities of each polarity (with uncertain- 
ties typicdly in excess of 210%) and subtracting the measurement results to obtain the net space charge is 
not recommended because of the large errors that can occur when the densities of ions of each polarity are 
comparable. In this regard, it should be noted that it is possible to have nearly zero net space-charge density 
at a location, but very large positive- and negative-charge densities. Faraday cages can only be used in out- 
door settings and have been employed for measuring net space charge near dc power lines and test lines [ 1 i], 
[16], [36]. Filters can be used for both indoor and outdoor applications. 
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10.1.1 Faraday Cage. 

In the Faraday cage measurement approach, an enclosure made of coarse conducting mesh (the Faraday 
cage) is located in the region where the measurement is to be made; the mesh is held at ground potential. The 
construction of the cage should be such that 

1) 
2) 

There is adequate electric-field shielding of the interior region 
The loss of space charge to the mesh is negligible as air motion transports ions into the cages 

Faraday cages have been constructed of wire mesh with approximately 1 cm spacing between adjacent wires 
151, [iii. 

Assuming that the space charge enters and unifornily fills the cage, the electric potential at an interior point 
can be determined by solving Poisson's equation. For a rectangular parallelepiped enclosure, the solution of 
Poisson's equation is [5] 

where 

ps = the net space charge density in the cage 
a,b,c = the dimensions of the cage as shown in Fig 22 

= the permittivity of free space 

C 

I 
f 

b 

Figure 22 - Schematic View of a Parallelepiped Faraday Cage and Coordinate System for 
Eq 17 

For a cubical enclosure of side dimension L, Eq 17 reduces to the result of Eq 18 at the center of the cube [52]. 

Thus, measurement of the potential at the center of the Faraday cage allows the determination of the net 
space charge. In Eq 18, ps is in units of C/m3 and L is in units of meters. From Eq 18, the potential at the cen- 
ter is equal to 10 V when L is equal to 1 m and the space charge is 1.6 x C/m3 (lo4 ions/cm3). Eq 18 
shows the more general result, that the sensitivity of the potential measurement can be increased by increas- 
ing the size of the Faraday cage. 

43 

COPYRIGHT Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc
Licensed by Information Handling Services
COPYRIGHT Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc
Licensed by Information Handling Services



IEEE 
Std 1227-1 990 IEEE GUIDE FOR THE MEASUREMENT OF DC ELECTRIC 

An outline for solving Poisson's equation for cylindrical geometries is described in the literature [6]. The 
expression for potential at the center of a cylindrical Faraday cage, $Ic, 1 m in height and 1 m in diameter, is 
given by [ 111 

$: = (9.28 x 1O9)(O.611)p (19) 

The potential at the center of a Faraday cage can be measured using a radioactively equilibrated probe [36]17 
and appropriate electronic circuitry. Fig 23, taken from reference [36], shows a schematic view of a space- 
potential probe circuit used for such measurements. The potential of the probe is measured using a high- 
impedance unity gain voltage follower. The large voltage swings, which can occur for measurements near dc 
power lines, is obtained by slaving a high-voltage amplifier to the high-impedance amplifier as shown in Fig 
23. The high-impedance amplifier (voltage follower) and its battery power supply are electrically floated on 
the output of the slave high-voltage amplifier. Potentials between -150 V and +150 V can be measured with 
the circuit shown in Fig 23. The sensitivity and response time of the probe to fluctuations in the space charge 
are improved by symmetrically placing a weak radioactive source, such as polonium 210 (Po 210), on the tip 
of the probe. The radioactive source generates large numbers of ion pairs in the Faraday cage, but because 
equal numbers of ions of both polarities are produced, the net space charge is assumed to be unaffected. 

It is possible to determine the electric-field strength at any point in the parallelepiped Faraday cage by taking 
the gradient of the potential (Eq 18). This operation can provide a relationship between the electric-field 
strength at the surface of the Faraday cage and the charge density within [5]. Thus, measurement of the elec- 
tric-field strength at the surface of a Faraday cage also allows the determination of the space-charge density. 
For the cubical Faraday cage considered earlier, where L = 1 m and ps = 1.6 x Um3, the electric-field 
strength at the center of one of the faces is 50 V/m. However, measurements of such low electric fields are 
prone to error because of instabilities and drift in the instrumentation (see 6.4). 

No systematic study has been performed to determine the minimum air velocity required for adequate venti- 
lation of Faraday cages. Anderson [5] presents arguments that air velocities in excess of 1 m / s  should be sat- 
isfactory to avoid ion losses by diffusion to the cage mesh as the ions enter the cage, assuming mesh 
openings of 1.35 x m2. 

Probe 

1702 h /  

Feedback 
and output 

O 

- 

NOTE-A high-voltage operational amplifier (171) is "slaved" to the high-impedance battery operated amplifier (1702) 
to permit measurements of voltages from -150 V to 150 V. 

Figure 23 - Diagram of the High-Impedance Voltage Follower Circuit Used to Measure the 
Potential at the Center of the Faraday Cage 

17See [12], p. 128. 
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10.1.2 Filter. 

A second method for measuring net space charge is known as the filtration method [67] and is illustrated in 
Fig 24. Here, an air sample is drawn into a metal enclosure with a filter through which all the air passes. The 
filter is electrically isolated from the enclosure and ground so that the current, Z, resulting from the charge 
removed from the air stream by the filter, can be measured. From this current, the net space-charge density 
can be calculated from the expression 

Z p = -  
Mo 

where 

M o  = the volumetric air flow through the filter 

HEPA filter, - 
To fan 

Electrometer 

IL- - 

NOTE-Both prefilter and HEPA filters are isolated from ground and the filter housing. 

Figure 24 - Schematic View of a Filter for Measuring the Net Space Charge 

This method of measuring space charge assumes that the filter collects all of the charge in the air stream. High- 
efficiency air particulate (HEPA) filters are adequate for this application because tests with such filters indicate 
that the collection efficiency for small air ions can exceed 99.8% [7], [53]. HEPA filters also satisfy the 
requirement that the pressure drop across the filter be small enough to permit a high volumetric flow, which 
is necessary for developing a readily measurable rate of charge capture. Measurable currents of small air ions 
and collection efficiencies in excess of 99.9% have been reported for air speeds in excess of 1 d s  [53]. 

To prolong the life of the HEPA filter, it is common practice to employ a prefilter made of such materials as 
stainless- steel wool and glass fibers. Polytetrañuoroethylene (PTFE) has been used to provide electrical 
insulation between the filter element and outer casing because of its good insulating properties and negligi- 
ble piezoelectric effect. To avoid the buildup of static charge on the PTFE due to frictional effects, the insu- 
lator should be shielded from the air moving through the filter enclosure [7]. 

10.2 Calibration of Faraday Cages and Filters. 

Because sources of space charge with a known mix of positive and negative ions are not presently available, 
experimental calibrations of Faraday cages and filters cannot be performed. Space-charge density is deter- 
mined using Eqs 18, 19, and 20, which represent idealizations of the actual measurement conditions. The 
parallel-plate apparatus described in 6.2.2, which can produce a known monopolar charge density, is not 
appropriate for calibrating filters because of error mechanisms that are a function of ion polarity in the pres- 
ence of an electric field (see 10.4.2). 
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Instrumentation used for measuring the space potential in a Faraday cage (Eq 17) and the ion current and 
flow rate in a filter (Eq 20) should be calibrated when possible. The calibration of a space-potential probe for 
use in a Faraday cage is rather involved because of the difficulty in establishing a known space potential at a 
point in space in the presence of ions and a dc electric field. For example, the somewhat complicated paral- 
lel-plate apparatus described in 6.2.1 appears suitable for this application [57]. 

The electrometer used for measuring ion current intercepted by a filter can be calibrated using the current 
injection procedure described in 7.2. However, because of difficulties associated with calibrating flowmeters 
used for measuring volumetric flow rate ( M o  in Eq 20), in general it will be necessary to rely on the specifi- 
cations provided by the manufacturer. 

10.3 Measurements 

10.3.1 Power-Line Space-Charge-Density Measurements. 

While a large body of literature exists for outdoor ambient space-charge measurements, only a limited num- 
ber of reports of measurements near power lines exist [li], [16], [36]. All of the measurements have been 
performed outside the right-of-way using Faraday cages. No use of filters has been reported. 

The procedure for obtaining space-charge-density measurements near power lines parallels that for the other 
electrical parameters discussed in 6.3,7.3, and 9.3. Because of the large variation in space charge due to fac- 
tors such as rain, fog, fair weather seasonal effects, wind speed, and wind direction, an automated data acqui- 
sition system is used to monitor the various parameters if a comprehensive characterization of the net space 
charge environment is desired. Measurements are recorded as frequently as once per minute. From a large 
data base accumulated over a period of many weeks or months, values of space charge can be presented as 
functions of certain parameters that allow a clearer understanding of the measurements. For example, space- 
charge values are presented in Fig 25 as a function of distance from a monopolar dc test line for various wind 
speeds [li]. In Fig 25, it should be noted that only the data points at 70 m, 150 m, and 300 m are obtained 
using Faraday cages. The data points under the test line and at 20 m and 30 m are determined by measuring 
J and E simultaneously at ground level, assuming an average ion mobility and negligible air velocity, and 
using Eq 1. Each point represents an average determined by taking into account only fair-weather data for 
which the wind speed is as indicated in the figure and the wind direction is within 220” of being perpendicular 
to the test line [ 1 i]. Such “filtering” of the measurement results is necessary to interpret the data properly. The 
cage measurements shown in Fig 25 were obtained with the Faraday cages elevated 3 m above the ground. 
Faraday cage measurements of net space charge are normally performed outside the power line right-of-way 
to avoid significant errors due to the effects of the electric field (see 10.4.1). As noted in discussions for mea- 
surement of the other electrical parameters, short-term measurements with perhaps less automated, portable 
instrumentation, lasting less than a week, can also be performed in cases where a more comprehensive data 
base is not required. 
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NOTE-The conductor is located at +10 m. As the wind increases from calm conditions to 8 d s ,  the peak of the small 
air ion density shifts from the conductor to a position about 10 m downwind from the conductor. 

Figure 25 - Small Air Ion Density Plotted Versus Distance for Wind Speeds of O mís, 4 mís, 
and 8 mís 

10.3.2 Indoor Space-Charge-Density Measurements. 

Filters can be used for indoor measurements of space-charge density because they do not rely on wind 
motion for ion transport into the instrumentation. Indoor space-charge-density measurements with filters 
have been reported in connection with studies of the efficiency of HEPA filters [7], [53], the efficiency of 
electrostatic precipitators for cleaning air [69], and the soiling ability of airborne particulates [70]. While 
these studies do not relate to electric-power transmission or distribution, the reader may wish to consult 
these references for further details of the experimental arrangements. 

10.4 Sources of Measurement Error 

10.4.1 Faraday Cages. 

Use of Eqs 18 and 19 assumes a uniform space-charge density outside the Faraday cage that is transported 
undisturbed into the cage by wind motion. Near dc power lines there are significant electric fields, and the 
ions are transported into the cage by the combined action of the electric field and air motion (wind), a pro- 
cess similar to that for ion counters (see Section 9). Unlike ion-counter measurements, the determination of 
space charge requires taking into account ions of both polarities. Therefore, it is important to note that the 
inñuence of the electric field is to favor ions of one polarity in their movement toward the cage and hinder 
ions of the opposite polarity. Modeling the transport of ions into the Faraday cage is difficult for cubical and 
cylindrical geometries. However, estimates of the number of ions failing to enter a Faraday cage because of 
electric-field effects can be made for a grounded hemispheric cage in a uniform field, using an expression 
developed by Swann as part of a study of ion-counter operation [64]. A hemispheric cage at ground poten- 
tial, resting on a ground plane in a uniform positive electric field, E o, is shown in Fig 26. For this situation, 
the electric field will prevent some negative ions from entering the cage. It is assumed that the negative 
charge densities outside and inside the cage near a point P are uniform and are given by po and pi respec- 
tively. For a wind parallel to the earth's surface, the fractional change in negative ion density is given by [64] 
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where 

v a 
k = the ion mobility 
8 

= the wind speed 

= the angle between the radius to point Pand the earth (Fig 26) 

i" 

NOTE-The electric field reduces the number of negative ions that can reach and enter the hemisphere. 

Figure 26 - Schematic View of a Hemispheric Cage Resting on the Ground Plane in a Uni- 
form Vertical Electric Field, E o 

It is interesting to calculate the value of E o that prevents all negative ions from entering the cage at a given 
point, i.e., when the left-hand side of Eq 21 is unity. For v a = 2 d s ,  k = 1.7 x m2Ns, and 8 = 30" (half- 
way up the "side" of the hemisphere), the value of E o is 6.8 kV/m. As the size of the ion increases, the asso- 
ciated mobility will decrease, and the effect of the electric field will, according to Eq 21, diminish. For 
example, the mobility of a charged aerosol can be as small as lo-* m2Ns [3], and the influence of electric 
fields on ion transport near power lines is then negligible. 

A numerical calculation of the field at the surface of a cylindrical cage such as that described in 10.1.1 shows 
that the field-strength values along the side of the cylinder, which would oppose the entry of negative ions, 
are smaller than the hemispheric case for nearly 70% of the cylinder height, but larger than the hemispheric 
case closer to the top of the cylinder. Thus, the hemispheric model can be useful for making rough estimates 
of the influence of the electric field on the performance of a cylindrical Faraday cage, assuming some value 
for mobility. In any event, significant numbers of ions of one polarity could fail to enter the Faraday cage in 
the presence of electric fields comparable to those near dc power lines. 

Because of the positive electric field in the above example, the number of positive ions arriving at the cage is 
increased. However, as for ion-counter measurements (see 9.4.1. i), theoretical arguments [64] supported by 
experimental studies [57], [58] indicate that the extra ions due to the electric field will not enter the interior 
of the Faraday cage provided that the electric-field shielding by the mesh is adequate. 

Therefore, in the presence of dc electric fields, it is possible to erroneously measure excessively large values 
of net space charge. It should also be noted that if the space charge is predominantly monopolar ions and the 
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electric field is such that it enhances the number of ions arriving at the Faraday cage, the measurement error 
due to the electric field may be negligible if the shielding is adequate. 

As noted in 10.1.1, the Faraday cage screening shall be sufficiently fine to exclude external electric fields but 
coarse enough to prevent significant diffusion to the screen. Anderson [5] reports that a cubical Faraday cage 
of 2.37 m side dimension, constructed of half-inch galvanized hardware cloth, with an additional layer of 
copper fly-screen across the top, is adequate for shielding the earth's electric field. A rough but conservative 
model calculation also indicates that the loss of ions by diffusion to the cage mesh is less than 3% for a wind 
speed of 1 d s  [5]. 

Establishing the adequacy of the electric shielding does not appear to be a straightforward process. Anderson 
describes a procedure outdoors lasting several days, during which the absence of correlations is sought 
between electric-field measurements of the Faraday cage interior and the ambient terrestrial electric field 
outside the cage [5]. Presumably, the same approach could be used more efficiently in a laboratory setting, 
during which a dc electric field external to the Faraday cage could be varied in a known fashion. 

In addition to the uncertainty associated with the calibration of the space-potential probe (see 10.2), it is 
expected that the space-potential probe and probe shielding (Fig 23) will also perturb the space potential that 
is being measured. Because of the complex geometry of the equipotential surfaces inside the Faraday cage, 
this perturbation cannot be minimized by introducing the space-potential probe along an equipotential sur- 
face as is possible for a parallel-plate geometry [56]. The magnitude of the error related to this perturbation 
is, in general, unknown. 

As noted in 10.1.1, the potential at the center of a Faraday cage can be measured with a space-potential 
probe with a radioactive source attached to the probe for improved coupling to the ambient space potential. 
Theoretical arguments indicate that the space-potential measurement can be perturbed if the geometry of the 
radioactivity is asymmetric and that the perturbation also depends on wind velocity [31]." Tests with an 
asymmetrically mounted radioactive source have shown that the space-potential measurement varies as a 
function of wind velocity as well as by orientation of the source with respect to the wind direction [60]. 

10.4.2 Filters. 

As for the case of measurements with Faraday cages (see 10.4.1), the presence of an electric field can influ- 
ence measurements of space charge using a filter. Eq 20, which is used to measure net space charge, is 
derived assuming that the ions are transported into the filter by the air drawn through the filter. However, 
ions are transported to the filter aperture under the combined effects of air motion and electric field. The 
electric field can discriminate against the arrival of ions of one polarity and favor ions of the opposite polar- 
ity. 

Use can be made of Fig 21 for identifying an optimum arrangement for filter measurements above the 
ground plane. Taking the ion-counter housing in Fig 21 to be that of a filter, it is apparent that the optimum 
configuration for net space-charge-density measurements (but not monopolar charge-density measurements) 
is the horizontal orientation with the housing electrically floating at space potential, i.e., Fig 21(a). Only for 
this configuration will ions of both polarities be discriminated against by the induced charges near the aper- 
ture. If the positive and negative ions have comparable mobilities, the percentage of positive and negative 
ions repulsed by the induced charges will also be comparable. However, even with equal discrimination 
against ions of both polarities, the net space-charge measurement can be adversely affected unless the net 
space charge is zero. 

Measurements of space charge using a filter above the ground plane, with the filter housing at space poten- 
tial, are reported by Crozier [19]. However, details of the experimental arrangement are not provided. Extra 
ions that arrive at the aperture because of the electric field (see 9.4.1.1) will not be measured if the filter ele- 

''See [12], p. 128. 
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ment is adequately shielded by the filter housing. The electrical shielding can be checked by noting whether 
there is any ion current to the filter when the flow rate, M o ,  is zero. 

Arguments similar to those made above will also show that measurements of space charge at ground level, 
with the filter aperture flush with the ground plane, may also be adversely affected by an electric field. 

Some sources of error during monopolar charge-density measurements are common to filter measurements. 
The effects of wind and wind gusts (see 9.4.1.3), ion losses in the filter housing due to Coulomb repulsion 
and diffusion (see 9.4.2.2), exposed insulating surfaces that become charged, and air turbulence may have an 
effect on measurement accuracy. Current leakage across insulating surfaces may occur during humid 
weather conditions, affecting the measurement of Z in Eq 20. Heater elements have been used in filters to 
keep insulating surfaces dry [7]. Because the filter element may become clogged with use, the volumetric air 
flow rate, M o, should be monitored. As noted earlier, prefilters should be used to increase the life of the 
HEPA filter. 

While the electrically isolated configuration in Fig 21(a) has been described as the optimum one for net 
space-charge-density measurements with a filter, it is noted that the housing of the filter can become charged 
because of the electric field and space charge. The charges on the housing can then repel ions of like polarity 
and perturb the net space-charge-density measurement. This problem may be overcome by maintaining the 
housing at space potential by means of a servo circuit that measures the space potential with respect to 
ground) at the height of the filter and applies a voltage to the housing equal to that of the potential difference 
1251. 

Finally, it is noted that the influence of the electric field on measurements with the filter decreases as the ion 
size increases and the associated mobility decreases. The transport of ions into the filter is then determined 
more by air motion due to the aspirating action of the filter and the ambient wind. 
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